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or religious group; all you have to do is say
I believe in the Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, show up
tomorrow, do the right thing, raise your kids,
and youre part of our country. That is what
is special about America.

And so, I understand there are difficult issues,
and I understand when people are having a hard
time economically they get frustrated. But that’s
why I fought to mend affirmative action instead
of destroy it. That’s why I stood against Propo-
sition 187 in California and the CPRI, because
I think we have to prove that America is dif-
ferent. And we're going to be given a chance
to prove it.

Think how tragic it would be if having won
the cold war for freedom, seeing the nuclear
threat recede—I was so proud that America was
the first country to sign the Comprehensive Nu-
clear Test Ban Treaty yesterday at the United
Nations, banning all nuclear testing forever.
Think how tragic it would be if we did all that
and then we saw the world consumed by ter-
rorism, by weapons of mass destruction like bio-
logical and chemical weapons, by organized
crime and drug gangs and all that, but all of

it rooted in nations consumed by tribal, racial,
ethnic, and religious hatred.

It does not have to be that way. We know
better. We know better.

So all of us, but especially you, who have
succeeded, who are articulate, who can pierce
people’s heart and get people’s reasoning going,
youve got to say one of the things that we
have to say to ourselves and to the world in
this season of democratic choosing is this is one
country, we like our diversity, we are proud
of it, and we are going to take it into the next
century. All of us are going across that bridge
because we know if we do that our best days
are still ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:50 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Representative Ed Pastor, chair, Rita
Elizondo, executive director, and Representative
Bill Richardson, board of directors, Congressional
Hispanic Caucus Institute; ABC newsman John
Quinones, master of ceremonies; and actor Chris-
topher Reeve.
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Thank you very much. Thank you, Tipper;
thank you, ladies and gentlemen. To the Mem-
bers of Congress who are here, all the advocates
of the various profoundly important issues in
this bill, thank you for being here.

This is truly a landmark day in our efforts
to strengthen our families, our community, and
our future. We have worked very hard here
for 4 years to create in America a sense that
there should be opportunity for everybody, re-
sponsibility from every citizen, and a strong
sense of community. We should work together
to help each other make the most of our own
lives.

Today, with this legislation, we are truly up-
holding the basic American value of community.
We're helping parents to care for their children,
honoring those who have served our country
in the military, encouraging our young people
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to serve in their communities, and living up
to the duties we owe to one another. By ensur-
ing 48-hour hospital stays for mothers and
newborns, battling discrimination against mental
illness, caring for children of veterans who suffer
from a terrible disease, we affirm that we will
do everything we can to strengthen our families
and build a stronger future.

We also build a stronger future and a stronger
community through service. I want to especially
thank the Congress for reinforcing our national
service initiative, AmeriCorps, in this bill. It
helps young people earn their way through col-
lege, makes our streets safer, cleans our environ-
ment, and soon, with even greater focus, our
AmeriCorps volunteers will be working with par-
ents and teachers to make sure all of our young
children can read.
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We build a stronger community when we
keep our environment clean and safe. This legis-
lation gives the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy the resources to protect our air and water,
to carry forward our brownfields urban toxic
waste initiative, to build on our record pace
of toxic waste cleanups, to see to it that our
children live near parks, not poison. We will
continue to seek additional resources for these
and a few other areas in our ongoing budget
negotiations.

We also build a stronger America when we
invest and create jobs anywhere in our country.
This bill will expand the community develop-
ment banks that help to start businesses in poor
neighborhoods. They have worked all over the
world; they have worked in America; they can
work to bring free enterprise opportunity to
people who have been denied it for too long.

The bill allows the Department of Housing
and Urban Development to accelerate the dem-
olition of the Nation’s worst public housing
projects, as well, and to replace them with more
livable housing. It gives HUD the tools to evict
gang members and drug dealers so that public
housing is available only to those who are law-
abiding citizens of our country. And I want to
thank Secretary Cisneros for his historic efforts
in all these areas as well as in battling the home-
lessness problem in our country. Thank you very
much, Mr. Secretary.

This bill reinforces our American community
by enabling the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to do its job for people in tough
times. It helps us to chart new horizons by ena-
bling NASA to continue the work of space ex-
ploration. It helps our families to grow stronger
as well by requiring better access to health care.

We are making progress on that front, as we
all know. Last month I was pleased to sign here
the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill which guarantees
that Americans do not lose their coverage if
someone in their family has been sick or if they
change jobs. This bill goes further. As has been
said, it does end drive-through deliveries. Par-
ents may rush to the hospital, but they shouldn’t
be rushed out of it unless it's the medically
right thing to do for the parent and the child.

This law is common sense and now it will
be the law of the land. I want to thank Congress
for passing this important legislation. I thank,
especially, Senator Bradley and Senator Frist;
I thank Congressman Dingell and the other

Members of the House who were involved in
this important effort.

The second thing this bill does is to require
insurance companies to set the same annual and
lifetime coverage limits for mental illness that
now apply to physical illness. No more double
standards; it’s time that law and insurance prac-
tices caught up with science.

I think that the last statement Tipper Gore
made in many ways is the most important. I
am convinced that the more we deal with this
issue, the more we will come to see all kinds
of medical problems as part of a seamless web,
not easily divisible into mental and physical cat-
egories. The more we learn, the more we will
know that.

Today, we try to bring our institutional re-
sponse to those challenges up to what we now
know and what we also know is morally right.
I want to thank Tipper Gore for her passionate,
persistent, unrelenting advocacy of this position
to the President and others. When I walked
up here—you know, there’s always a marked
contrast when you see someone happy and you
see someone sad. I know no one in whom the
contrast is more marked. I would do anything
to see Tipper Gore as happy as she was today.
[Laughter] She has fought for all of you who
believe in this position.

I would also like to say a very personal word
of thanks for the quiet and courageous dignity
with which Senator Domenici and Senator
Wellstone have brought to bear their own life’s
experience on this great endeavor. They have
made a profound impact on me and on their
colleagues and on our country at some consider-
able effort to themselves, and I thank them very
much for it. Thank you.

Finally, I am very, very proud that this legisla-
tion will protect the families of Vietnam veterans
who were exposed to Agent Orange, for too
many of these brave soldiers have suffered ill-
ness as a result of their service, and now we
know that, for many of them, the health effects
were also passed along to their children. That
is more than anyone can ask in terms of service
to nation.

This legislation says that the children of those
veterans exposed to Agent Orange who have
the birth defect known as spina bifida will re-
ceive health care and rehabilitation under our
disability system. The children of our soldiers
should not have to suffer for the sacrifice of
their parents. I want to thank all the Senators
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who are here who worked so hard on this. I
want to thank Representative Lane Evans of
Illinois and Senators Daschle and Rockefeller,
who were also active in that endeavor.

This is a very good thing we do today, but
it is long overdue. And I thank the representa-
tives of all the veterans” groups who are here
today as well for their service and their persist-
ence in this matter. This legislation proves that
we can make progress when we all put politics
aside and join across party lines to get the job
done for our country.

Before I sign the bill into law, I want to
give you some more good news that proves if
we all work for opportunity, responsibility, and
a stronger American community, we’ll be a bet-
ter country.

Just before I came out here this morning,
the annual census study of incomes for 1995
was released. The news is remarkably good, and
I'd like to share it with you. In one year, median
household income was up $898 after inflation.
That's the biggest increase in a decade. Over
the last 2 years, the typical American family
has seen its income rise $1,600 over inflation.
After two decades of increasing inequality, these
gains were finally shared by people at every
income level for the second year in a row. We
have had the largest decline in the inequality
of incomes in America in 27 years.

There are also 1.6 million fewer people in
poverty. That is also the biggest drop in 27
years. Poverty among elderly Americans has fall-
en to its lowest level in history. Poverty among
African-Americans has fallen to its lowest level
in history. With 10%2 million new jobs, the low-
est unemployment in 7% years, a 60 percent
reduction in the deficit, the lowest combined
rates of unemployment, inflation, and mortgage

rates in nearly three decades, it is clear that
we are moving on the right track.

Today it is clear that more and more of our
people are sharing in that prosperity. We are
growing and growing together, and I am con-
vinced that for us to keep the American dream
alive into the 21st century for all Americans,
we must grow and grow together. That, too,
is good news for our American community.

And so, ladies and gentlemen, let me say
again, I thank all of you who are responsible
for this legislation. I thank all the hard-working
Americans, the business leaders, the labor lead-
ers, the working people of this country. I thank
our economic team and others who have worked
to construct an economic direction for America
that will permit us to grow together. This is
a good day for our country.

If we keep our economy strong, if we educate
our young people, if we protect our environ-
ment, and if we fulfill our responsibilities to
one another, then we will build that bridge to
the 21Ist century I've been talking about, and
our best days are still ahead. No one who heard
what was said today and saw these families and
looked at these Members of Congress standing
together and working together for America’s
benefit could be anything but optimistic about
that future.

It is now my honor to sign this legislation.
And I'd like to ask the Members and the fami-
lies who are here to join us up here on the
platform so we can sign the bill.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. H.R. 3666, ap-
proved September 26, was assigned Public Law
No. 104-204.

Statement on Signing the Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing
and Urban Development, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act,

1997
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Today I have signed into law H.R. 3666, the
“Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing
and Urban Development, and Independent
Agencies Appropriations Act, FY 1997.”
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The Act provides funding for the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development (HUD), the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the National Aero-
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